
 





 

 



 

 



Song Bank for Musical Lives of Young Children 
–Sample of simple song bank based on the Kodály retrieval system  

Title Meter Rhythmic 
Elements 

Key Melodic Elements Use primarily to 
teach: 

May also 
reinforce 

Hey Hey Look at Me 2 Ta, ti-ti C G, E (sol-mi) Steady beat, 
movement 

Reinforce ta ta ti-
ti ta 

Cuckoo 2 Ta, ti-ti C G, E (sol-mi) Ta, ta, ti-ti ta 
High-low; sol-mi 

Singing alone 
(game) 

Nanny Goat 2 Ti-ti, ta C G, E, and A (sol, mi 
and la) 

Steady beat (game) Introducing la 

Bickle Bockle 2 Ta, ti-ti C G, E and A (sol, mi and 
la) 

Steady beat (game) Reinforcing la 

Hop Old Squirrel 2 Ta, ti-ti, ta-ah D D, E, F# (do, re, mi) Melody moving 
downwards by step 

 

Owls in a Tree 2 Ta, ti-ti, rest D D, E, F# (do, re, mi) Steady beat Reinforce do-re-
mi  

The Mill Wheel 2 Ta  F  C, D, A (sol, la, mi) Higher voice sol, la, 
mi 

 

Bow Wow Wow 2 Ta, ta, ti-ti ta F  
(pentatonic)

F, G, A, C, D (do, re, 
mi, sol, la) 

Steady beat ( game) 
mi-re-do descending 

Reinforce do-mi-
sol 

Sally Go Round 6/8 Ti-ti-ti 
Ta-ti ta-ah 

F F, G, A, B-flat, C, D 
(do, re, mi, fa, sol, la) 

Steady beat Reinforce do-mi-
sol 

Raining Again 
Today 

6/8 Ti-ti-ti 
Ta-ti ta-ah 

d minor A, F, D (mi, sol, la) La tonal center 
Descending minor 
third 

Do 

Music Time  2 Ta, ti-ti, ti-ti, ta D D, E, F#, G, A, B 
(do, re, mi, fa, sol, la) 

Greeting song. 
Descending triad. 

Do 

 




